Maps

Class 6 Social Science

Complete Study Notes



Learning Objectives

Students will understand what maps are and why they are important in geography. They will learn
about different types of maps, the essential components of a map, map scales, directions,
conventional symbols, sketches, and plans. The chapter also develops basic map-reading skills used
in everyday life.

Introduction to Maps

A map is a drawing of the Earth's surface or a part of it on a flat surface using a specific scale. Maps
help us understand locations, distances, directions, and physical features without visiting a place. An
atlas is a collection of different maps bound together in a single book.

Maps are widely used for education, travel, planning, navigation, and geographical studies because
they present information in a simple and organized way.

Types of Maps

Maps are prepared for different purposes.
» Physical maps show natural features such as mountains, plateaus, plains, rivers, and oceans.
* Political maps display the boundaries of countries, states, districts, and cities.
e Thematic maps focus on a particular subject, such as rainfall, forests, industries, roads,

population, or climate.

Each type of map provides specific information and helps us study different aspects of the Earth's
surface.

Components of a Map

Every map contains three important components: distance, direction, and symbols.

A scale is used to represent large real-world distances on a small map. Small-scale maps show large
areas with less detail, while large-scale maps show smaller areas with greater detail.

Directions help us locate places correctly. Maps generally indicate the North direction, making it
easy to identify South, East, and West. Intermediate directions such as North-East, North-West,
South-East, and South-West are also important. A compass helps determine these directions
accurately.

Conventional Symbols: Maps use conventional symbols instead of drawing actual objects.
Standard colours and symbols represent features like rivers, mountains, roads, forests,
railways, and buildings, making maps easy to read anywhere in the world.



Sketch and Plan

A sketch is a rough drawing prepared without using a scale. It is mainly used to give simple
directions or show the location of nearby places.

A plan is a detailed drawing of a very small area prepared on a large scale. Plans are commonly
used to show the layout of houses, classrooms, buildings, parks, or small localities with accurate
measurements.

Importance of Maps

Maps are essential tools for studying geography, planning journeys, understanding natural and
political features, and locating places accurately. They help students develop observation, navigation,
and spatial understanding skills that are useful in daily life.

Practice Questions

1. What is a map?

2. Name the three main types of maps.

3. What are the three essential components of a map?
4. What is the difference between a sketch and a plan?

5. Why are conventional symbols used on maps?

Answer Key

« ANSWER 1: A map is a drawing of the Earth's surface or a part of it on a flat surface using
a specific scale.

« ANSWER 2: The three main types of maps are Physical Maps, Political Maps, and
Thematic Maps.

« ANSWER 3: The three essential components of a map are distance (scale), direction, and
conventional symbols.

« ANSWER 4: A sketch is a rough drawing prepared without a scale, while a plan is a
detailed drawing of a small area prepared using a large scale.

« ANSWER 5: Conventional symbols make maps simple, uniform, and easy to understand
regardless of language, allowing people to identify different features quickly.
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