
Understanding Diversity
Class 6 Social Science

Complete Study Notes



Learning Objectives

Students  will  understand  the  meaning  of  society  and  diversity  and  explore  how  India's  rich

geographical,  cultural,  religious, linguistic, and economic diversity makes it  unique. They will  also

learn about the importance of unity, constitutional values, and mutual respect in building a peaceful

and inclusive society.

Introduction to Our Society

Society  is  formed by people  who live  together  and support  one another  through shared values,

responsibilities,  and cooperation.  The family is  the first  institution where children learn discipline,

respect, kindness, and good behavior. Schools further strengthen these values by bringing together

children  from  different  backgrounds,  helping  them  develop  friendship,  teamwork,  and  mutual

understanding.

India  is  one  of  the  most  diverse  countries  in  the  world.  People  belonging  to  different  cultures,

religions,  languages,  and traditions live together  peacefully,  making Unity  in  Diversity  one of  the

country's greatest strengths.

Geographical and Cultural Diversity

India has a wide variety of  geographical  features,  including mountains,  plains,  deserts,  plateaus,

rivers,  forests,  and coastal  regions.  These physical  differences influence the climate,  vegetation,

occupations, and lifestyles of people living in different parts of the country.

India is also known for its rich cultural heritage. People celebrate numerous festivals, follow different

customs, and practice different religions, yet they continue to live together with mutual respect and

harmony.

Diversity in Language, Food, Clothing, and Occupations

India  is  home  to  hundreds  of  languages  and  dialects.  The  Constitution  recognizes  22  official

languages,  while  many  more  regional  languages  are  spoken  across  the  country.  This  linguistic

diversity reflects the rich cultural heritage of India.

Food habits also vary from one region to another. Different states have their own traditional dishes

based on local crops and climate. Similarly, clothing styles differ according to weather, culture, and

traditions. People also earn their livelihoods through farming, fishing, animal husbandry, business,

industries, government services, and many other occupations. Despite these differences, all citizens

contribute equally to the development of the nation.



Unity in Diversity

Core Concept: The phrase "Unity in Diversity" means that although people differ in language,

religion, culture, food, and traditions, they remain united as one nation. Respecting diversity

strengthens national integration and promotes peaceful coexistence. India's unity is reflected

during national festivals, social celebrations, and times of difficulty, when people from different

communities support one another.

Constitutional Values and National Identity

The Constitution of India guarantees every citizen Justice, Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity. These

principles ensure equal rights, freedom, dignity, and opportunities for everyone. Every Indian shares

a common national  identity  while  respecting  regional  traditions  and cultural  differences.  National

unity,  communal  harmony,  and  mutual  respect  are  essential  for  the  country's  progress  and

development.

Importance of Diversity

Diversity  enriches  society  by  introducing  different  ideas,  traditions,  skills,  and  cultures.  Learning

about one another's customs encourages respect, cooperation, and understanding, helping create a

peaceful  and  inclusive  society.  Students  should  appreciate  diversity  and  treat  everyone  equally,

regardless of language, religion, caste, or culture.

Practice Questions

What is meant by Unity in Diversity?

Name any four types of diversity found in India.

What role do family and school play in society?

Name the four values mentioned in the Preamble of the Constitution.

Why is diversity important for society?

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 



Answer Key

ANSWER  1: Unity  in  Diversity  means  that  people  belonging  to  different  religions,

languages, cultures, and traditions live together peacefully as one nation.

ANSWER 2: The four major types of  diversity found in India are geographical,  cultural,

linguistic, and religious diversity.

ANSWER 3: Family teaches values, discipline, and good behavior, while schools promote

learning, cooperation, equality, and respect among children from different backgrounds.

ANSWER 4: The four constitutional values are Justice, Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity.

ANSWER 5: Diversity promotes mutual respect, cultural understanding, cooperation, and

national unity while making society richer and more inclusive.
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